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spheres of interest in Manchuria "as defined in the supple-
mentary article to the Secret Treaty of 1907." 213 And in
reality an astonished and disillusioned world, which had
counted upon Russo-Japanese rivalry to see to it that the
"open door" was preserved in Manchuria, soon discovered
that the two empires which had so recently engaged in
deadly struggle, had found it convenient to pool their inter-
ests in exploiting Manchuria to the practical exclusion of
third parties. In various underhand ways, and in virtual
defiance of their public declarations in favor of the principle
of equal commercial opportunities for all, they practically
partitioned Manchuria between themselves.214 The Russo-
Japanese Treaty of July 30, 1907 had been preceded by an
agreement215 settling commercial and fishery questions
arising out of the Treaty of Portsmouth between the two
countries, and also by a treaty between Japan and France,
providing for their mutual interests in the Far East.216
These treaties of Japan with Russia and France, together
with her alliance with England, renewed in 1905, estate
lished a basis for friendly cooperation in the Far East on
the part of the three Western Powers who were soon to
form the so-called Triple Entente. Germany felt diplo-
matically isolated. She put out some feelers to President
Roosevelt for an Entente with the United States for the
preservation of China and of their mutual interests in the
Far East. But these feelers were not successful.217
Finally, on August 31,1907, there was signed the Anglo-
Russian Agreement dealing with the Middle East:—Tibet,
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